Dissociation as a mediator of the relationship between recalled parenting and the clinical correlates of auditory hallucinations.
This study of patients who experience auditory hallucinations examined the potential role of dissociation as a mediator in the relationship between memories of parental behaviours during childhood and psychopathology in adulthood. Thirty-six patients who experienced auditory hallucinations completed standardized measures of recalled parental behaviours, beliefs about voices, depression and dissociation. Regression analyses were used to test for mediating effects. The findings support a model where dissociation mediates the relationship between paternal overprotection and depression. There were no significant findings regarding the relationship between recalled parenting and beliefs about voices. The clinical and research implications of the study are outlined, emphasizing dissociation as a potential treatment target.